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Ever feel creative enough to
importance to you? I have, a
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1.1 DECIDE WHAT | WANT TO
WRITE.

Whether it is a novel or a
biography, it would help if you
made that decision between
fiction or a true story. You have
to know what you want to do
to determine a starting point.
The pros with a fiction novel are
that you can make it all up based
on real-life or science fiction. |
would recommend using some
familiar contexts in it so that
people may connect more with
it. The cons are that you have
to develop your scenery, the
people, places, and things. And
prepare them so thoroughly that
people can visualize what you're
speaking. Now, if you have a big
imagination, it’ll be easy.

On the other hand, with a
biography, you'll have your
characters, places, and things.
That is a great pro. However, a
con is that you have to do more
research on the subjects and
know what you're talking That
can be from making sure you
have the permission to write
about this person and that the
information is factual. It may
take a2 long time to find and
contact people, interview them,
locate photos, or newspapers.
Either way, the story still must
make people feel like they're
there,

2. DEVELOP YOUR OUTLINE
A?CDO{ARACTER SHEETS.
Either way, it is good to have
a character sheet for all of the
players in your scenes, The
worksheet should include the
character name, how they
speak, where they are from, how
they dress, habits, and so forth,
»::tver doing that, you should
: elop your book outline, I'm
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what each chapter ¢, Decide
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how many chapters your book
will consist of and then start to
number the chapter outlines. It
should be brief, like one to two
paragraphs and catchy. Grab
that person’s interest and make
them want to read more. From
there, writing your book should
fall into place, and you'll have
the basic setup for your book
proposal when you go to solicit
a publisher.

3. FILL IN YOUR CHAPTERS.

Your story should flow from
here on because you've decided
what you're writing about and
what order. However, this is the
first draft, and you will make
many changes before you're
ready to send it for professional

editing. You could have several |
chapters done and have an |

epiphany that steers you in a
different direction regarding
how you say things or in what
other order your story should
go. It's all part of the process.
Flow with it!

Don't forget that you will need
to do a reference page in biog-
raphies as to where your infor-
mation was derived. Concerning
photos are concerned, some put
them in the middle and others at
the end of the book. That is up
to you.

4. PLEASE, CHECK YOUR
SPELLING AND GRAMMAR.

A writing order may seem un-
necessary and straightforward,
butyou'd be surprised how many
people overlook misspelled
words and poor grammar. | see
it all the time on websites, in
newspapers, and books done by
highly paid and well-known au-
thors, even in the Patterson and
King books, But to be falr, once
yourelease your n for print, any-
thing can happen on the press,
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A human operates

each stage and machine,

and an error that wasn't there
before can be there now. Af-
ter you've read the manuscript
over so often, you'll want to pull
your hair out and throw it in the
trash. You may not see an error
that is there because you know
what it's supposed to be, your
mind has convinced itself that
it's correct, and you glaze right
over it. The book must be in its
best possible form that you can
make before submitting it to an
editor.

5. EDITORS

Let's quickly speak on editors. |
There are good and bad ones,
experienced and inexperienced.
It would help if you did your |
homework here as well. You |
| They will sell it to a publisher for

| don’t want to spend your hard-

earned money on someone that
can't spell or express a story any
better than you can. You can get
just a plain editor, who'll correct
your spelling and paragraphs,
or get a developmental editor. |
prefer developmental because
they usually will come up
with a different way of saying
something that can knock your
socks off. Two heads are better
than one.

Be sure to select an editor
that resonates with your type
of story, not Bob from the
local library. There are many
places to find a good editor,
one being Reedsy.com. You can
see their photo and read their
background and experience,
awards, and other authors with
whom they've worked. Another
option is to find a book that you
enjoyed reading and search out
their editor. You may decide
to ask for a reference from
another successful author. A
manuscript could go through

two to three edits by

the time you're ready

to send it to 2 publ!sher.

And, if accepted by a2 publisher,
changes can still be made.

6. ALWAYS READ OVER THE
MANUSCRIPT AGAIN WHEN
RETURNED.

Though you've paid for a
professional and insightful edl.t,
you still need to read over it
again. Remember human error?
That editor can have several
distractions while combing
through your prized manuscript.
Therefore, please read it to be
sure it says what you want it to
and that there are no oops. If
it looks great, do a pitch letter
from all of your hard work and
search for an agent who can be
as passionate about your book.

areasonable price when they're
invested in it. Your pitch must
be well crafted and grab their
attention at the beginning. You
may seek help with this project
as well.

Take writing courses, join a local

i writer’s club, and read as much

as you can. In time, you will
develop a process that suits you.
The members there will scan
through your work and give
you an honest opinion. You may
even find a writing buddy, and
you two can encourage or vent
to each other. Above all, enjoy
yourself and take your time. The
manuscript is your baby from
start to finish, and you want it
to shine. Enjoy the process and
happy writing.

Blessings,

Sharon Bennett

ShoeFetishMovement.com
888-321-9604
Instagram: Shoe_Fetish_2

WRITER'S LIFE MAGAZINE - Issue. 20 | 7




